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Sample Test Questions for CSET: World Languages Subtest IV 
 
 
Below is a set of multiple-choice questions that are similar to the questions you will see on Subtest IV of  CSET: 
World Languages.  You are encouraged to respond to the questions without looking at the responses provided in 
the next section.  Record your responses on a sheet of paper and compare them with the provided responses. 
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General Directions 
 
This test consists of multiple-choice questions with four answer choices. Try to answer all questions. In general, 
if you have some knowledge about a question, it is better to try to answer it. You will not be penalized for 
guessing. 
 
You may work on the multiple-choice questions in any order that you choose.  Be sure to allocate your time 
carefully so you are able to complete the entire test within the testing session.  You may go back and review 
your answers at any time during the testing session. 
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 1. Use the table below to answer the question that follows. 
 

Line Court Case/Legislation Description of Effect 

1 Lau v. Nichols requires school districts to provide equal access to the core 
curriculum for students whose primary language is not 
English 

2 Castañeda v. Pickard imposes financial sanctions on school districts that do not 
comply with California's Bilingual-Bicultural Education Act 

3 Elementary and Secondary 
Education Act (ESEA) 

imposes financial sanctions on school districts that are 
unsuccessful in meeting adequate yearly progress (AYP) 
benchmarks 

4 Proposition 227 requires school districts to administer all academic standards 
testing in English 

 
  Which line of the table accurately  

matches a court case or legislation with  
a description of its effect on bilingual 
education in California? 

 
A. Line 1 
 
B. Line 2 
 
C. Line 3 
 
D. Line 4 
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 2. A bilingual education student who has 

had six years of previous schooling in his 
home country has been placed in the fifth 
grade in a California school.  Which of  
the following effects will the student's 
previous education most likely have on  
his English language development? 

 
A. Social skills the student learned in 

the educational system of his home 
country will lower his affective 
filters in the new learning 
environment and facilitate his 
acquisition of English. 

 
B. The student's primary-language 

skills will hinder second-language 
acquisition because they take up 
cognitive resources the student 
needs for learning English. 

 
C. The linguistic concepts and 

learning strategies the student has 
already learned in the educational 
system of his home country will 
enhance and support his English 
language development. 

 
D. Divergent educational approaches 

between the two educational 
systems will require that the 
student undergo an extended period 
of school orientation before 
beginning to study English. 

 
 
 

 
 3. Which of the following best describes the 

primary advantage of creating culturally 
relevant content lessons within a 
bilingual education setting? 

 
A. Students will be more likely to pay 

attention in class and to complete 
their assignments on time. 

 
B. Students will be more likely to 

grasp new concepts that are 
grounded in their day-to-day life 
and experiences. 

 
C. Students will be more likely to 

transfer linguistic knowledge from 
their primary language to the target 
language. 

 
D. Students will be more likely to  

explore classroom topics further at 
home or in the community. 
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 4. The family of a bilingual education 

student is almost entirely monolingual, 
using the primary language for most 
everyday communication.   During a 
conversation with the student's teacher, 
family members express concern that 
their limited proficiency in the target 
language is hindering their child's 
development in that language and ask for 
suggestions for ways in which they can 
help their child learn the target language.  
The teacher could best respond to the 
family members by encouraging them to: 

 
A. use the primary language as much 

as possible when interacting with 
the child, as that will help the 
child's overall language 
development. 

 
B. have the child serve as a translator 

for family members, as that will 
help the child learn the major 
differences between the two 
languages. 

 
C. ask the child to tutor family 

members in the target language, as 
that will help reinforce the child's 
understanding of the language. 

 
D. speak to the child in the primary 

language but require the child to 
respond in the target language, as 
that will help the child learn how to 
switch between languages. 

 
 
 

 
 5. An elementary school bilingual education 

teacher coordinates a monthly reading 
group with the other bilingual education 
teachers at the school to discuss current 
research and methodology for bilingual 
education.  This activity shows that the 
teacher is aware of the importance of: 

 
A. preparing teachers at the school to 

conduct their own research on new 
ideas for bilingual education. 

 
B. reflecting actively on teaching 

practices and considering a variety 
of viewpoints when planning 
bilingual education instruction. 

 
C. identifying problematic areas of 

bilingual education at the school 
that need to be addressed by all 
teachers. 

 
D. implementing the newest 

techniques and strategies for 
bilingual education at their schools. 
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 6. Which of the following small-group 

activities would best help bilingual 
education students synthesize the 
information they gain through reading  
a passage in their primary language? 

 
A. talking about their expectations  

of what they will find out in the 
passage before they begin reading 

 
B. highlighting any unfamiliar 

vocabulary and expressions they 
find in the passage and discussing 
their possible meanings 

 
C. answering a series of questions 

about the information that was 
presented in the passage 

 
D. creating graphic organizers 

showing the connections between 
different ideas they encountered in 
the passage 

 
 
 

 
 7. Students in a bilingual education class 

interact regularly with students from 
other bilingual education classes 
throughout the country through the use  
of a moderated target-language Internet 
forum.  The moderator of the forum poses 
an opinion question and the students 
work in small groups to compose and 
post their answers.  The students interact 
with other students on the forum, 
debating and discussing their opinions.  
This activity will best promote the 
students' target-language literacy 
development by: 

 
A. allowing them to compare their 

target-language abilities with the 
abilities of other students. 

 
B. providing them with an opportunity 

to practice communicating in 
different language registers. 

 
C. giving them a chance to use the 

language in a meaningful and 
purposeful manner. 

 
D. helping them use technological 

tools such as spell-checking 
software to verify their language 
usage. 
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 8. During a unit on electricity, a bilingual 

education teacher asks students to discuss 
types of electronic equipment they use  
at home or have seen used in the 
community.  This activity is most likely 
to promote students' learning by: 

 
A. helping them understand the 

relationship between culture and 
language. 

 
B. focusing their attention on learning 

new vocabulary words used by 
their classmates. 

 
C. raising their awareness of the 

differences and similarities 
between their various home 
cultures. 

 
D. helping them create connections 

between previous knowledge and 
experiences and new content. 

 
 
 
 
 9. Which of the following statements  

best describes an advantage of using 
observational assessment in a bilingual 
education setting? 

 
A. Teachers can devote time to  

focusing on students' language  
skill development during the  
school year.  

 
B. Students rely less on formal 

primary- and target-language 
interactions with the teacher. 

 
C. Teachers can track development  

of students' primary and target 
languages in varying contexts. 

 
D. Students' affective filters are raised 

when teachers evaluate them 
informally. 

 
 
 

 
 10. A bilingual education teacher has found a 

primary-language text that is written at an 
appropriate level of difficulty but that 
contains some vocabulary words that may 
be unfamiliar to students because the text 
reflects a different dialect than the 
dialects used by the students.  Which of 
the following strategies would best help 
students successfully read this text? 

 
A. guiding students to use context 

cues to understand unfamiliar 
words they encounter in the text 

 
B. simplifying the content of the  

text to remove as many of the 
potentially unfamiliar words as 
possible 

 
C. giving students a glossary of the 

words and asking them to look up 
the meanings of any unfamiliar 
words they encounter in the text  

 
D. replacing the potentially unfamiliar 

vocabulary words with words that 
are used in the standard form of the 
language 
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Annotated Responses to Sample Multiple-Choice Questions for CSET: 
World Languages Subtest IV 

 
 

Bilingual Education and Bilingualism 

 1. Correct Response:  A.  (SMR Subdomain:  001)  Lau v. Nichols (1974) was a landmark federal case in 
which the U.S. Supreme Court ruled on the right of students whose primary language is not English to 
have equal access to the core curriculum.  The court decision stressed that students whose primary 
language is not English do not gain equal access to the curriculum simply by being supplied with the same 
facilities, textbooks, teachers, and curriculum as native English speakers.  Language programs for students 
not proficient in English were necessary to provide these students with equal educational opportunities. 

 2. Correct Response:  C.  (SMR Subdomain:  002)  Since this student has most likely already developed an 
understanding of the functions and purposes of language in his primary language, he will be able to 
transfer this understanding to English.  The student does not need to relearn concepts related to language 
and literacy, but can apply his knowledge of these concepts to English. 

 

Intercultural Communication  

 3. Correct Response:  B.  (SMR Subdomain:  003)  Students who actively engage in their learning are able 
to recognize a connection between what they know and what they are learning.  Including culturally 
relevant lessons, experiences, and materials in content-area instruction promotes students' ability to 
connect their prior knowledge with new knowledge and to grasp new concepts.  Culturally relevant 
content lessons also promote student content-area learning by helping motivate students and lowering 
students' affective filter. 

 4. Correct Response:  A.  (SMR Subdomain:  004)  Encouraging parents to use the primary language when 
interacting with their children will promote students' overall language development because knowledge of 
the primary language helps build students' understanding of the nature of language.  Building students' 
proficiency in the primary language also provides students with a linguistic foundation on which they can 
draw while learning a target language.  Students who have a strong foundation in their primary language 
can use metalinguistic strategies when learning a target language. 

 5. Correct Response:  B.  (SMR Subdomain:  004)  Students benefit from teachers who discuss current 
research, each other's viewpoints, and bilingual education methodology.  Teachers who have opportunities 
to consider a variety of viewpoints when planning and modifying instruction are able to consider differing 
needs and perspectives of students.  In addition, teachers who have an understanding of current research 
related to bilingual education can apply this research to classroom instruction. 

 

Instruction and Assessment 

 6. Correct Response:  D.  (SMR Subdomain:  005)  Graphic organizers provide students with a visual 
means of organizing information, demonstrating their comprehension of content-area materials, and 
identifying connections among various main concepts.  In addition, through small-group interaction in the 
primary language, students can discuss the main concepts of the passage and also help each other evaluate 
the information that they have just read. 



World Languages Subtest IV 
 

California Subject Examinations for Teachers Test Guide 9 

 
 7. Correct Response:  C.  (SMR Subdomain:  005)  Using language in a meaningful and purposeful manner 

provides motivating contextualization in which language skills can develop.  The target language is 
acquired through a natural process in which students are engaged in an activity that promotes language 
development.  The target language is embedded within an understandable and meaningful context that 
focuses on the Internet forum activity rather than on the language in isolation.  Students use the target 
language to accomplish a specific task and have increased language proficiency as a result of these 
interactions. 

 8. Correct Response:  D.  (SMR Subdomain:  006)  An effective way to make content-area topics more 
relevant to students is to discuss their role in students' everyday lives.  Teachers can use this discussion to 
determine what students already know about a topic before proceeding to new material.  By tapping into 
students' background knowledge and experiences, teachers also help students discover meaningful 
connections that enhance and reinforce the learning of new content-area materials. 

 9. Correct Response:  C.  (SMR Subdomain:  006)  Observational assessment is often used to document a 
student's academic behaviors in the classroom.  As an informal measurement, observational assessment 
captures behaviors in authentic situations, providing the teacher with a high degree of flexibility to track 
and evaluate student learning experiences in varying contexts.  This assessment allows the teacher to 
document growth and change that might not be visible on a more structured or formal evaluation. 

 10. Correct Response:  A.  (SMR Subdomain:  007)  Students are able to grasp the meanings of unfamiliar 
vocabulary words more quickly and thoroughly when they are able to see and use the words in context 
rather than learn the words in isolation.  Guiding students to use context cues as a strategy for under-
standing unfamiliar words also helps promote the development of students' overall reading comprehension 
skills. 
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Scoring Information for CSET: World Languages Subtest IV 
 
 
Responses to the multiple-choice questions are scored electronically.  Scores are based on the number of 
questions answered correctly.  There is no penalty for guessing. 
 
There are no constructed-response questions in Subtest IV of CSET: World Languages. 
 




